Summary of Efforts
in Compton

The South Coast Air Quality Management District has undertaken extensive efforts to
identify and reduce sources of hexavalent chromium in Compton. This report summarizes
these efforts and provides highlights of monitoring, enforcement, rule development, public

outreach, and coordination efforts.
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Introduction

Hexavalent Chromium
This report summarizes the efforts and progress made by the South e Hexavalent chromium can
Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) in assessing and cause cancer over years

reducing levels of hexavalent chromium in the air in the city of
g 4 to decades of exposure

Compton. It includes a brief background on what led to this effort
and highlights some of the key work and results. L
= Some metal finishing,
Hexavalent chromium can cause cancer over years to decades of welding, heat treating and
exposure. Hexavalent chromium emissions can result from chrome other industrial operations 4
plating, forging, welding, heat treating operations and other metal 1q lead to the formation and -
finishing processes used in various industrial applications. release of hexavalent '

chromium
The efforts in Compton stemmed from an intensive monitoring and

enforcement campaign that began in 2016, when the SCAQMD S SCAGIME hes s for serie f
initiated an extensive community air monitoring program in the city , , "~
of these operations, and is v

of Paramount to assess levels of hexavalent chromium in the air near

several metal-processing facilities and in adjacent residential wenldng e eeeltenal iules o

neighborhoods. The initial results in Paramount showed high levels cover previously unknown
of this toxic compound in the area. More extensive monitoring and sources that need to be
source testing helped identify specific facilities and the types of controlled

operations that contributed to the increased hexavalent chromium

levels in the air.

During these efforts, SCAQMD discovered previously unknown sources of hexavalent chromium such as metal
heat treating and unregulated tanks at chromic acid anodizing facilities. Through a collaborative and transparent
effort with different agencies, local businesses, and the community, several facilities made a range of
improvements, some voluntary, and some through rule amendments, and others through compliance and
enforcement actions. These changes substantially reduced ambient hexavalent chromium levels in the

Paramount area.

As a result of the lessons learned during the investigation in Paramount, SCAQMD extended its air
monitoring, public outreach, and enforcement efforts to Compton in June 2017. The Compton area has
several potential chrome-emitting facilities in the community in close proximity to each other and to schools,
homes, other businesses, and hospitals and senior centers. Air monitoring efforts were focused initially on
chromium plating and anodizing operations and expanded through a systematic process to identify other

metal-processing facilities.
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